
 
 

 

2020 Oregon Legislative Session Begins
All week, the OHCA government relations team was in the Capitol building in Salem.
We will continue to advocate for our members by monitoring committee meetings and
critical issues, meeting with key legislators and stakeholders, and conducting other
activities throughout the session, which is constitutionally mandated to end within 35
days, by March 8 or sooner.

Budget

During the 2019 legislative session, OHCA was able to secure our budget priorities for
the two-year budgeting cycle:

A full, annual rebasing of skilled nursing facility rates

5% annual COLAs for community-based care providers, with the next

adjustment effective July 1, 2020
Full funding for Oregon Care Partners, the free caregiver training initiative

Senate Bill 1526: Administrator Licensing Fix

Senate Bill 1526 provides the Oregon Health Authority’s Health Licensing Office with
the flexibility in determining how administrators can prove their educational
requirements. The current interpretation is that prospective licensees would need to
provide physical copies of their high school diplomas in order to fulfill the
requirement. On Tuesday in the Senate Health Care Committee, a brief public hearing
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and a work session were held.

Following the work session, the bill was passed out of the committee unanimously. It
will likely be voted on by the full Senate on Monday. As a reminder, the administrator
licensing requirement does not take effect until January 1, 2022.

House Bill 4016: Uniform Care Standards and EMS Innovation Pilot Project

Following a resounding 17-point victory in November on a local ballot measure in
McMinnville that repealed a series of fees, fines, and taxes on long term care
providers, OHCA is pursuing a state policy that would prevent similar actions by local
governments statewide. House Bill 4016, currently just a placeholder, will have a
hearing next week in the House Health Care Committee. OHCA’s government
relations team spent much of this week previewing the issue for legislators and
various stakeholders. Look for future updates on this priority bill. 

Contact OHCA with Questions

Please contact OHCA’s Phil Bentley or Chris Madden with any questions.
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